
Eleven injured in Roselle St. arson, C shift rescues 3 
     On Saturday January 26, 2008 C shift received 
one of those calls that nobody would soon forget. 

     The first call came in at 0531, “We have a report 
of a structure fire with numerous people trapped at 
1521 Roselle St.” As crews headed out more calls 
came in saying people were now jumping from the 
second floor windows. Engine 2 pulled up just as a 
man jumped and saw two others climbing out       
different windows. A/Capt. Larry Kolesa and FF 
Ray Johns raised a ladder to help them down.     
Several victims had already jumped and were being 
helped by the LPD and neighbors. 

     Engine 3 arrived and started attacking the fire. 
The fire was racing up the side stairs which was the 
only way out for the upstairs residents. The building 
housed a bar and an apartment on the first floor. Two apartments were upstairs as well as one in the basement.  
Engine 1 and Engine 5 provided water supply and pulled additional lines to attack the fire which was now 
spreading throughout the building. 

      Ladder 1 with A/Lt. Anthony Principato and FF Matt Pribish tried to enter the building to search for     
victims. However the only way up to the second floor was the stairs were the fire was. They quickly raised 
ladders to enter through the windows. A woman who was trapped in the basement was freed when crews 
broke open the bilco doors. Just as all the residents were accounted for, the evacuation horns were sounded 
and master streams were put in operation. The fire raced through the roof causing it to collapse not long after. 
The arson investigators were on the scene early on. The fire was ruled suspicious with an apparent flammable 
liquid poured on the stairs. Luckily no one was killed, but several people were severely injured. 

    Two woman suffered broken bones when they jumped to safety and two women also suffered serious 
smoke inhalation. The woman who was rescued by Engine 2 suffered 2nd and 3rd degree burns on her legs 
and lower back. That woman named Miriam is the 25 year old daughter of Lt. Wayne Hanns. Her 7 year old 
son suffered a broken leg in a fall from the second floor. FMBA 34 wishes the best to Miriam and her family. 
The family lost all their possessions in the fire 
and a fund has been set up to help them 
through this tough ordeal. If anyone would 
like to donate please send a check made     
payable to “Fire victims, Hanns Family” to 
Linden Fire Dept., Attn: Jim Kushner, 1205 E. 
Elizabeth Ave. Linden, N.J. 07036. 

SAVE THE DATE!!!!!!  
· Saturday May 17-Retiree Luncheon at #3 House 

· Saturday June 21-FMBA 34 picnic 
· Monday July 28- The 15th Annual FMBA 34 Golf Outing 
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WINTER FLASHBACK  
February 11, 1994 - Two houses burn during blizzard. 

     Fourteen years ago this month, “A” shift had their hands full with two house fires during a nasty winter 
storm. There was already a foot of snow on the ground when the call came in for a structure fire on the 1400 
block of Clinton Street. As Engine 4 arrived at scene the weather was the least of their problems. An elderly 
man was trapped on a porch roof as fire tore through the second floor of his home. The house next door was 
beginning to burn from the extreme heat. Due to the blizzard like conditions, the other engines were delayed 
getting to the scene. Engine 3 and Engine 1 were tied up on the turnpike at a car fire belonging to NY Giant 
Lawrence Taylor. Engine 4 was on their own. 

     A/Capt. Dooley and John Samich raised a ladder and helped the man down as Jack Sheehy and Pete      
Burger pulled an 1 3/4” line between both houses to protect the rescue of the trapped occupant. By now the 
second house was involved in fire. Other crews arrived and tried to save the second home. The Truck crew 
even cut a hole in the 
roof as the snow and 
ice continued to fall. 
Despite a great effort 
u n d e r  e x t r e m e         
circumstances, they    
weren’t able to save 
either house. But more 
importantly they were 
able to save the   
homeowner during one 
of the worst storms in 
recent memory. 

Standby for fire traffic….. 

B shift put the new Ladder Truck in service on November 9 and put it to work that 
night at a house fire on Gesner St. The 8pm fire was knocked down quickly and no 
injuries were reported….On November 28 at 3pm, A shift found flames coming 
out the front windows of an antique shop. The N. Wood Ave store was gutted in 
the blaze, but A shift kept the fire contained to the store….D shift had a rough day 
on December 1. They were called to North Linen Supply on E. Linden Ave (the old 
Morey LaRue building) for a report of two men overcome by fumes. When they 
arrived it was obvious that it would be a recovery, not a rescue….An early morning 
fire on January 21, tested the boys from B shift. A strong push into the basement 
knocked down the fire and saved the house on W. 15th St.…. 
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The Racket 
     FMBA 34 held their annual dinner dance to honor last year’s retiree and those brothers who reached 
twenty years of service. Ed Kushner did a great job as usual organizing the big event. Congratulations to Stan 
Yashay, Mike Hreha, Al Martin, Joe Kowkowbany, Drew Clinebell and Jay Clinebell on their twenty years of 
service. Captain Gene Bora was the only retiree last year. Gene called it a career in December after thirty 
years on the job. Local 34 would like to wish him the best on his retirement in Virginia. 
 
     We decided to do a little research and find out when the first “Racket” took place. The following report 
was found in the minutes of an FMBA 34 journal. It details the cost of the party for Elmer Glover, which was 
picked up by FMBA 34. My, how times have changed. 
     We the Committee make the following report of the affair held at the Seven Gables West Edgar Rd on the 
night of June 30th, 1936, in connection with our Assistant Chief Glover arriving at his Twentieth year of     
service. 
 
Received from FMBA the sum of $125.00; 
Disb. 
 
Beer                      $7.75 
Cigars                     2.25 
Liquer                     6.00 
Music                    10.00 
Entertainment       20.00 
Dinners  (28)        28.00 
Ginger Ail & Ice    3.25 
Waitresses              4.00 
Wallet                    3.50 
Bonds                   37.50 
Miscell.                  2.75 

New FMBA Website Is In Service! 
For those who haven’t noticed, we have a new website. Mike Jackson 
has done a great job setting up the new site, which includes more up 
to date info for all members, retired and active. The new site is 
www.lindenfmba34.org . The old site which contained more history 
related info is out of service. Jay Mayer did a great job with that site 
and FMBA 34 would like to thank him for his work. Mike has agreed 
to take some of the history from the old site and incorporate it in the 
new site, including all the previous newsletters.  A weekly email is 
also sent out by Mike that keeps everyone up-to-date with the FMBA, 
as well as special announcements.  To sign up for the weekly email 
just email Mike at Riggs1976@aol.com. 

To all the members of FMBA Local No. 34 

I w ish to extend to you all my most     
heartfelt thanks for the beautiful sentiment 
bestowed upon me at the “Racket”. It is 
sincerely appreciated and means more than 
words can say. I am honored to be         
recognized by such a great group of men 
who have always held a special place in my 
heart. My dad would be proud. 

Thank you so very much, 

Barbara  
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Birth Announcement 
 Congratulations Jason and Stephanie Holobinko on the birth of their baby girl Grace Catherine and 

Armando Crespo and his wife Christina had a baby boy Brandon Julian.  
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     ACROSS                                                                                           DOWN 
  1. secretary for Schulhafer               1. facepiece 
  5. old time training deputy or current Eng 5 driver        2. it’s “where” there’s fire 
  7. 1940’s 3 house dog                                                     3. training ground fuel 
10. preceded Miklos                                                          4. one below red 
12. 3 generation LFD family                                             5. Mays and Clinebell title (abr) 
14. D-1 driver                                                                    6. firehouse library 
15. H2O extinguisher                                                        8. old time D-2 Captain 
17. speedwagons                                                               9. warehouse fire Feb. 25, 1968 
19. 1916 American LaFrance                                         10. smoke ejector 
20. Yash                                                                          11. hockey playing deputy 
21. halligan and axe                                                        12. December 5, 1970 
23. does at 65                                                                  13. target of Friday chore 
25. lift                                                                              15. name of volunteer company at 
                                                                                               Wood and Morris 
27. FMBA 34                                                                   16. Iron Mike 
28. Lindegar, Erudo, Ercama, ________                         18. Klutkowski 
29. 4 or 5 inch hose (abr)                                                 22. Steiniger, Sharkey, and Hasko 
30. a Kochan                                                                    24. C-5 driver retired in’87 
31. Nat. Fire Sprinkler Assn.                                           25. 1984 engine 5 
32. Jerry, Anton, and Richie                                            26. acid extinguisher 

LFD CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
It’s time for some fun!  We know how everyone loves a good puzzle, so we thought we would have some fun 
with this.  It may not look like your typical puzzle but we think you’ll find it interesting.  All the answers are 
related to the LFD or the fire service in general.  Thanks to Mike Modrak, Stan Yashay and Brian Pericone 
you wracked their brains to set up this puzzle.  Just when they thought they were done, Mike realized they had 
spelled a word wrong.  But it was too late to fix, so number 1 across is missing the letter “T”.  Some of you 
won’t even catch it.  The answers will be published in the next issue. Good luck and have fun!  
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Have you updated your beneficiaries? 
     It’s that time again, when we like to remind everyone 
to make sure their death beneficiaries are up to date. Local 
34’s benefit is now $2,500. To update that info please  
contact Steve Smigelsky at (732) 236-3036. This is a lot of 
money involved here, please take the time to check your 
info and update it if needed. It will save a lot of headaches 
for your family and us. The NJ State Fireman’s             
Association also pays out a $9,000 funeral benefit. This is 
paid to the next of kin and no beneficiary is needed to be 
listed. 

Winter Flashbacks-FMBA 34 Remembers 
 
65 years ago 
     Jan. 19, 1943-FF Stanley Wietry passes away at age 40 
50 years ago 
     Jan. 21, 1958-FF Ted Schultz passes away at age 46 
45 years ago 
     Feb. 13, 1963- SFA George Ball, 63 dies of a heart  
attack in the basement of 3 house 
40 years ago 
     Feb. 22, 1968-Capt Jerry Marhan passes away at age 65 
35 years ago 
     Jan. 13, 1973-FF Jake Wolfberg passes away at age 74 
25 years ago 
     Jan. 22, 1983-FF Louis Haskell, 47 dies after suffering 
a heart attack 2 months earlier at a house fire. 
     Mar. 31, 1983-FF Tom Weber passes away at age 53 
20 years ago 
     Feb. 17, 1988-DC John G. Traub passes away at age 79 
15 years ago 
     Jan. 14, 1993-SFA Richie Mays passes away 

Congratulations to our new officers who were promoted on December 27th 2007. Pictured here with 
Chief Pakulski at their swearing in ceremony at 3 house are (L to R) Capt. Lou Gazzo, Capt. Bob Miller, 

Chief Pakulski, Capt. Greg Weber, Lt. Larry Kolesa. Good luck in your new positions. 

“Quotes”  
As you know, the ladder crew moved down to #4 House to take 
up temporary residence with Engine 4.  This left Engine 3 all 
alone at #3 House. Of course there were different feelings about 
the big move.  So here are some quotes or comments that were 
made when they heard that Ladder 1 was moving to #4 House. 
 
          Engine 4 Quotes 
· Tomasula – “What? Ah geez Louise!” 
· Brady- “I sure hope those guys enjoy show tunes” 
· Gazzo- “How long are they staying?” 
· C-4- “We have a Ladder crew?” 
· Burger- “If anybody touches my stuff, I’ll kill ‘ya.” 
· Hreha- “Who cares, I only work nights anyway.” 
          Ladder 1 Quotes 
· Smolyn- “On the way to 4 House, can we stop at city hall 
                  so I could put my papers in?” 
· Roberts- “Wake me up when we get there.” 
· Drapkin- “Do they have a kosher kitchen?” 
· Clark- “I hope the guys on Engine 4 like to train as much 
              as the guys on Engine 3.” 
· M. Fernandes- I’ll go anywhere as long as Binko doesn’t 
               come with us.” 
· Iozzi- “Is Johnny going?  Ok, then I’ll go” 
· D. Berlinski- “Where’s 4 House?” 
· Konecny- “How’s the cell phone reception at 4 House?” 
· L. Monsorno- “Ooh, a whole new house to clean.” 
          Engine 3 Quotes 
· Yashay- “Bye” 
· Pericone- “Here let me get the door for you.” 
· Curtin- “Pay your damper before you go” 
· Fingerlin- “Hey who’s going to cook my dinner?” 
· M. Clinebell- “*$@# ‘em!” 
· Bobish- “Can they take Poskay with them?” 
· Poskay – “Can they take ol’man Fernandes with them?” 
· S. Fernandes- “Get a big box……”  
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Photo 1-Believe it or not, the retired guy is the one on the left! Gene Bora celebrates his retirement at the Racket with Tim Smigel-
sky and Fred Walck. Photo 2-Another happy bunch of retirees at the party, (L to R) Art Murray, Ray Riggi, Ed Malanda Sr. Jack 
Mahar Jr., and Jack Mahar Sr. Photo 3-Mike Blazejowski tidies up after a litte fender bender Photo 4-The Union County arson dog 
sniffs out a spot at the Roselle St. job Photo 5-Does anyone recognize the guy in the middle? This photo was taken on March 10, 
1946 at a fire on the 200 block of N. Wood Ave. Thanks to Richie Marhan for donating it. Photo 6-“The Fred Cassel World Tour” 
continues!  Fred enjoyed the Giants Super Bowl victory in person in Arizona. Hmmm, wonder how much that ticket cost? 


